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57 ABSTRACT

An apparatus having both a Bluetooth-compatible transceiver
and a cellular-telephony transceiver has a control circuit oper-
ably coupled to the foregoing configured to facilitate at least
one on-board application using voice-based user input. The
control circuit, upon determining that a call-setup message as
received via the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver specifies a
particular predetermined number (such as a predetermined
number that comprises an invalid number to serve as a tele-
phone number) to call, automatically uses audio content
received via the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver as the
aforementioned voice-based user input for that on-board
application. By one approach, the apparatus can provide that
predetermined number to a given secondary platform as part
of'a conveyed contacts list.

12 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND APPARATUS PERTAINING TO
BLUETOOTH#CONVEYED VOICE-BASED
USER INPUT

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

The present disclosure relates to electronic devices, includ-
ing but not limited to portable electronic devices having Blue-
tooth™ capability.

BACKGROUND

Electronic devices, including portable electronic devices,
have gained widespread use and may provide a variety of
functions including, for example, telephonic, electronic mes-
saging, and other personal information manager application
functions. Portable electronic devices include, for example,
several types of mobile stations such as simple cellular tele-
phones, so-called smartphones, and laptop and pad/tablet-
styled computers.

Many of these devices include, in addition to other wireless
communications capabilities, Bluetooth™ capability. Blue-
tooth™ (hereinafter “Bluetooth™) refers to a wireless com-
munications standard managed by the Bluetooth Special
Interest Group. The Bluetooth standard makes use of fre-
quency-hopping spread spectrum techniques and typically
provides for only a very short-range wireless connection (of-
ten offering a range of only about ten meters in many common
application settings). This standard comprises a packet-based
approach that relies upon a so-called master-slave paradigm
where a master device can support a limited (plural) number
of subservient devices.

Per one typical application setting a Bluetooth-capable
smartphone couples (called “pairing”) via Bluetooth to a
vehicle’s audio-entertainment system. The Bluetooth stan-
dard then supports, for example, displaying the smartphone’s
contacts list at the vehicle’s audio-entertainment system and
initiating a cellular-telephony call via the smartphone in
response to an occupant of the vehicle selecting a particular
telephone number from that contacts list. The Bluetooth con-
nection then carries the audio portion of that call to permit the
incoming audio information to be rendered audible by the
vehicle’s audio-entertainment system and for the caller’s spo-
ken response as captured by the latter’s microphone system to
be transferred to the smartphone for transmission to the called

As useful as such capabilities are, however, the Bluetooth
standard offers (more or less by design) only a limited set of
capabilities in these regards. For example, while the Blue-
tooth standard natively carries spoken audio content in the
context of a call as described above, in many cases the Blue-
tooth connection will not natively support carrying audio
content for other purposes (such as, for example, conveying
voice-based user instructions in service of some internal
application of the receiving device).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram in accordance with the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram in accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a call-flow diagram in accordance with the dis-
closure.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram in accordance with the disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following describes an apparatus and method pertain-
ing to an apparatus having both a Bluetooth-compatible trans-
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2

ceiver and a cellular-telephony transceiver. A control circuit
operably couples to the foregoing and is configured to facili-
tate at least one on-board application using voice-based user
input. In addition, the control circuit, upon determining that a
call-setup message as received via the Bluetooth-compatible
transceiver specifies a particular predetermined number (such
as a predetermined number that comprises an invalid number
to serve as a telephone number) to call, automatically uses
audio content received via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver as the aforementioned voice-based user input for that
on-board application.

By one approach, although the secondary platform may not
recognize that the predetermined number is insufficient to in
fact establish a telephone connection, the aforementioned
control circuit recognizes that predetermined number for
what it is and reacts per these teachings. By one approach, the
apparatus can provide that predetermined number to a given
secondary platform as part of a conveyed contacts list.

So configured, these teachings leverage a secondary plat-
form’s limited native ability to facilitate Bluetooth-based
call-origination functionality to establish a Bluetooth audio
path by which the user can then convey spoken commands to
effect a different purpose and function altogether. By one
approach, the foregoing includes having the apparatus mimic
a telephone call via the Bluetooth link to thereby provide the
audio-bearing communications pathway between the appara-
tus and the secondary platform.

It is of course possible that an incoming call will occur
during the pendency of the mimicked call. The Bluetooth
standard supports a call-waiting protocol as an optional capa-
bility, and hence the secondary platform may, or may not,
support call waiting. As one optional approach these teach-
ings will accommodate configuring the control circuit to use
Bluetooth call-waiting protocol when it is available and to
otherwise mimic conclusion of the above-described call upon
detecting the incoming call. So configured, the establishment
of'a mimicked-call connection for the purpose of providing a
path for spoken user instructions need not interfere with the
ordinary telephony-based functionality of the Bluetooth-
paired devices regardless of how empowered, or not, the
secondary platform may be in these regards.

So configured, these teachings provide a way for limited
Bluetooth capability in many application settings to never-
theless accommodate functionality that would otherwise
remain unavailable. In particular, these teachings provide a
convenient way for a Bluetooth-paired device to convey spo-
ken instructions to another device notwithstanding a lack of a
native ability to convey such spoken instructions in ordinary
course.

For simplicity and clarity of illustration, reference numer-
als may be repeated among the figures to indicate correspond-
ing or analogous elements. Numerous details are set forth to
provide an understanding of the embodiments described
herein. The embodiments may be practiced without these
details. In other instances, well-known methods, procedures,
and components have not been described in detail to avoid
obscuring the embodiments described. The description is not
to be considered as limited to the scope of the embodiments
described herein.

FIG. 1 presents an illustrative example of an apparatus 100
that comports with many of the present teachings. In this
particular example the apparatus 100 will be presumed to
comprise a Bluetooth-enabled smartphone. It will be under-
stood, however, that the specifics of such an example are
intended to serve only an illustrative purpose and that the
present teachings will readily accommodate a variety of
approaches in these regards.
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This apparatus 100 includes a control circuit 101. Such a
control circuit 101 can comprise a fixed-purpose hard-wired
platform or can comprise a partially or wholly programmable
platform. These architectural options are well known and
understood in the art and require no further description here.
This control circuit 101 is configured (for example, by using
corresponding programming as will be well understood by
those skilled in the art) to carry out one or more of the steps,
actions, and/or functions described herein.

By one optional approach this apparatus 100 can further
include a memory 102 that operably couples to the control
circuit 101. This memory 102 may be integral to the control
circuit 101 or can be physically discrete (in whole or in part)
from the control circuit 101 as desired. This memory 102 can
also be local with respect to the control circuit 101 (where, for
example, both share a common circuit board, chassis, power
supply, and/or housing) or can be partially or wholly remote
with respect to the control circuit 101 (where, for example,
the memory 102 is physically located in another facility,
metropolitan area, or even country as compared to the control
circuit 101).

This memory 102 can serve, for example, to non-transito-
rily store the computer instructions that, when executed by
the control circuit 101, cause the control circuit 101 to behave
as described herein. (As used herein, this reference to “non-
transitorily” will be understood to refer to a non-ephemeral
state for the stored contents (and hence excludes when the
stored contents merely constitute signals or waves) rather
than volatility of the storage media itself and hence includes
both non-volatile memory (such as read-only memory
(ROM) as well as volatile memory (such as an erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory (EPROM).)

This memory 102 can also serve to store one or more
contacts lists. Contacts lists are known in the art and typically
serve as a kind of address book listing one or more contacts of
the user. The contact information in a smartphone often
includes at least a telephone number and/or an electronic
mailing address as well as a corresponding name for the
contact. In the present example this contacts list also includes
a particular predetermined number to be used as described
below. This particular predetermined number may comprise,
if desired, an invalid number to serve as a telephone number.
Examples in this regard might include, but are certainly not
limited to, such numbers as “555-555-5555,” “12345,” and
“000000.”

The control circuit 101 also operably couples to a cellular-
telephony transceiver 103 and a Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver 104. So configured the apparatus 100 can initiate,
conduct, and terminate telephone calls in accordance with
well-understood prior art practice. The apparatus 100 can also
pair with other Bluetooth-compatible devices and carry out
corresponding supported communications via the Bluetooth
protocol. In particular, the apparatus 100 can pair via the
Bluetooth-compatible transceiver 104 with the Bluetooth-
compatible transceiver 105 of a corresponding nearby sec-
ondary platform 106. (The present description presumes this
secondary platform 106 to be a vehicle’s Bluetooth-capable
audio-entertainment system. It will again be understood,
however, that no particular limitations are intended by the
specificity of this example.)

If desired, the apparatus 100 can include any number of
other components. As one simple example in these regards,
the apparatus 100 can further include one or more user inter-
faces 107 that operably couple to the aforementioned control
circuit 101. This user interface 107 can comprise any of a
variety of user-input mechanisms (such as, but not limited to,
keyboards and keypads, cursor-control devices, touch-sensi-
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tive displays, speech-recognition interfaces, gesture-recogni-
tion interfaces, and so forth) and/or user-output mechanisms
(such as, but not limited to, visual displays, audio transducers,
and so forth) to facilitate receiving information and/or
instructions from a user and/or providing information to a
user.

So configured, and in accordance with prior art practice, a
user can select a telephone number to dial at the secondary
platform 106 and the latter can use the Bluetooth protocol to
communicate this telephone number to the apparatus’s con-
trol circuit 101. The latter, in turn, will then use the cellular-
telephony transceiver 103 to establish a call using that tele-
phone number. The back and forth conversation of the calling
and called parties can be both input and audibly rendered at
the secondary platform 106 as the secondary platform 106
and the apparatus 100 work in tandem via native Bluetooth-
based support in these regards. This capability supports, for
example, so-called hands-free calling.

Pursuant to the present teachings, however, such an appa-
ratus 100 can further leverage the Bluetooth protocol in sup-
port of non-native functionality. By way of an illustrative
example in these regards, the control circuit 101 can be con-
figured to carry out the process 200 presented in FIG. 2.

This process 200 can optionally include providing 201 a
contacts list to a Bluetooth-paired device (such as the above-
described secondary platform 106). This contacts list, in turn,
can include the aforementioned particular predetermined
number that the Bluetooth-paired device will categorically
understand to comprise a telephone number even though the
particular number itself may be invalid for such use for any
number of reasons. Instead, this particular predetermined
number will be a number that the control circuit 101 is pre-
configured to recognize as corresponding to this particular
process 200.

In any event, this process 200 presumes the secondary
platform 106 to have the aforementioned predetermined
number available to the user. The user, in turn, understands
that certain apparatus 100 functionality can be remotely insti-
gated by causing the secondary platform 106 to initiate a
“call” via the Bluetooth connection using that predetermined
number. By way of a more specific example, the user here
understands that voice-recognition-based instructions can be
provided to the apparatus 100 via the secondary platform’s
106 microphone and Bluetooth connection by causing the
secondary platform 106 to “dial” the predetermined number.
(In support of this approach, if desired, the above-mentioned
contacts list might include a “contact” named “Voice Instruc-
tions” that is associated with the predetermined number. In
such a case the user need only select the “Voice Instructions”
contact from the contacts list and the secondary platform will
proceed to work with the apparatus 100 to establish a call via
the predetermined number.)

Accordingly, upon determining 202 that the control circuit
101 receives a call-setup message via the Bluetooth-compat-
ible transceiver 104 that specifies the particular predeter-
mined number to call, the control circuit 101 automatically
uses audio content then received via the Bluetooth-compat-
ible transceiver 104 as voice-based user input for an on-board
application. The foregoing can comprise, by one approach,
mimicking a telephone call via the Bluetooth-compatible
transceiver 104 with the Bluetooth-paired device (i.e., the
secondary platform 106) to thereby provide the communica-
tion pathway from the Bluetooth-paired device for that audio
content. The control circuit 101 may prompt the user in these
regards by verbalizing, for example, a statement such as,
“What are your instructions?”
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As the user speaks, that speech is conveyed via the mim-
icked call from the secondary platform 106 to the control
circuit 101. The control circuit 101 then utilizes one or more
speech recognition approaches of choice to recognize the
substantive content of that speech and uses that recognized
audible content as instructions per the usual voice-recogni-
tion-based functionality of the apparatus 100. Accordingly,
although the secondary platform 106 may be behaving as
though the speech is being conveyed pursuant to a telephone
call, the speech is in fact applied by the control circuit 101 in
service of any number of other on-board applications such as,
but not limited to, a calendar application, a to-do list applica-
tion, a navigation application, an email application, a local-
search application, and so forth.

In fact, numerous voice-controlled applications are known
in the art. As the present teachings are not particularly sensi-
tive to any particular choices in these regards, further corre-
sponding elaboration will not be provided here for the sake of
brevity.

Such a session can be concluded in any of a variety of ways.
By one approach, for example, the user can simply assert an
“end call” button via the secondary platform 106. The latter
will then respond by signaling termination of the mimicked
call to the control circuit 101.

If desired, this process 200 can optionally accommodate
call-waiting processing. In particular, the control circuit 101
can be configured to determine 203 whether the secondary
platform 106 can accommodate the Bluetooth call-waiting
protocol. When true, the control circuit 101 can simply use
204 the Bluetooth call-waiting protocol upon detecting an
incoming call via the cellular-telephony transceiver 103.
When not true, however, the control circuit 101 can instead
mimic 205 concluding the mimicked telephone call upon
detecting the incoming call and therefore signal the second-
ary platform 106 regarding the incoming call via the Blue-
tooth-compatible transceiver 104.

FIG. 3 presents a simple example in accordance with the
foregoing. In this example, a smartphone transmits a contacts
list 301 to a vehicle’s audio system via an available Bluetooth
connection. The transmitted contacts list includes the prede-
termined contact number “X.” The vehicular system stores
302 this contacts list. Later, when the user selects 303 the
contact number “X” from this list, the vehicular system trans-
mits a call set-up message 304 that includes that number “X”
to the smartphone via the Bluetooth connection. The smart-
phone recognizes the number “X” and thereby determines
that, instead of initiating an actual telephone call, a call is to
be mimicked 305. Audio 306 (including spoken commands
from the user) are then received from the vehicular system at
the smartphone and processed 307 as voice instructions for
one or more applications on-board the smartphone.

As noted above, the apparatus 100 can comprise any of a
variety of portable electronic devices. A more detailed
example of such a portable electronic device is the portable
communications device shown in FIG. 4. In this example
various data and voice communications are performed via the
aforementioned cellular-telephony transceiver 103 that
receives messages from and sends messages to a correspond-
ing wireless network 450.

The wireless network 450 may comprise any of a variety of
wireless networks that offer cellular telephony service. To
identify a subscriber for network access, the portable elec-
tronic device may utilize a Subscriber Identity Module or a
Removable User Identity Module (SIM/RUIM) card 438 for
communication with a network, such as the wireless network
450. Alternatively, user identification information may be
programmed into the aforementioned memory 102. The con-
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6

trol circuit 101 also operably couples to a Bluetooth-compat-
ible transceiver 104 as described above.
A power source 442, such as one or more rechargeable
batteries or a port to an external power supply, powers the
electronic device. The control circuit 101 may interact with an
accelerometer 436 that may be utilized to detect direction of
gravitational forces or gravity-induced reaction forces. The
control circuit 101 also interacts with a variety of other com-
ponents, such as a Random Access Memory (RAM) 408, an
auxiliary input/output (I/O) subsystem 424, a data port 426, a
speaker 428, a microphone 430, and other device subsystems
434 of choice.
A display 412 can be disposed in conjunction with a touch-
sensitive overlay 414 that operably couples to an electronic
controller 416. Together these components can comprise a
touch-sensitive display that serves as the aforementioned user
interface 107. Information, such as text, characters, symbols,
images, icons, and other items may be displayed on the touch-
sensitive display 412 via the control circuit 101.
This portable electronic device includes an operating sys-
tem 446 and software programs, applications, or components
448 that are executed by the control circuit 101 and are
typically stored in a persistent, updatable store such as the
aforementioned memory 102. Additional applications or pro-
grams may be loaded onto the portable electronic device
through the wireless network 450, the auxiliary I/O sub-
system 424, the data port 426, the Bluetooth-compatible
transceiver 104, or any other suitable subsystem 434.
So configured, the often-considerable voice-controlled
capabilities of a given electronic device for any of a variety of
different applications can be extended via Bluetooth to a
considerably less capable secondary platform notwithstand-
ing that the latter’s native Bluetooth capabilities may be con-
siderably or even wholly lacking in those regards. As a result
compatible interaction can be provided amongst a broader
range of devices. These teachings are readily scaled to accom-
modate a wide variety of devices and Bluetooth implementa-
tions as well as a great variety of voice-controlled applica-
tions.
The present disclosure may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its essential characteristics.
The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the disclosure is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes that
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.
I claim:
1. An apparatus comprising:
a Bluetooth-compatible transceiver;
a cellular-telephony transceiver;
a control circuit operably coupled to both the Bluetooth-
compatible transceiver and the cellular-telephony trans-
ceiver and configured, at least in part, to:
facilitate at least one on-board application other than call
setup using voice-based user input;

upon determining that a call-setup message received via
the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver from a vehi-
cle’s audio-entertainment system specifies a particu-
lar predetermined number to call, which particular
predetermined number to call comprises an invalid
number to serve as a telephone number and which
particular predetermined number triggers mimicking
a telephone call via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver, automatically mimicking a telephone call for
the vehicle’s audio-entertainment system and using
audio content received from the vehicle’s audio-en-
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tertainment system via the Bluetooth-compatible
transceiver as the voice-based user input for the on-
board application to thereby effect a purpose and
function of the on-board application.
2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least one on-
board application comprises at least one of:
a calendar application;
a to-do list application;
a navigation application;
an email application;
a local-search application.
3. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:
a memory operably coupled to the control circuit and hav-
ing stored therein a contacts list.
4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the contacts list
includes the particular predetermined number to call such that
the control circuit will automatically provide the particular
predetermined number to a Bluetooth-paired device when
providing the contacts list to the Bluetooth-paired device.
5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the control circuit is
configured to automatically use audio content received via the
Bluetooth-compatible transceiver as the voice-based user
input for the on-board application by, at least in part, mim-
icking a telephone call via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver with a Bluetooth-paired device to thereby provide a
communication pathway from the Bluetooth-paired device
for the audio content.
6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the control circuit is
further configured to determine whether or not the Bluetooth-
paired device supports a Bluetooth call-waiting protocol.
7. An apparatus comprising:
a Bluetooth-compatible transceiver;
a cellular-telephony transceiver;
a control circuit operably coupled to both the Bluetooth-
compatible transceiver and the cellular-telephony trans-
ceiver and configured, at least in part, to:
facilitate at least one on-board application other than call
setup using voice-based user input;

upon determining that a call-setup message received via
the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver specifies a par-
ticular predetermined number to call, which particu-
lar predetermined number to call comprises an invalid
number to serve as a telephone number, automatically
using audio content received via the Bluetooth-com-
patible transceiver as the voice-based user input for
the on-board application to thereby effect a different
purpose and function than call setup;

when the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver supports a
Bluetooth call-waiting protocol, use the Bluetooth call-
waiting protocol upon detecting an incoming call via the
cellular-telephony transceiver;

when the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver does not sup-
port a Bluetooth call-waiting protocol, mimicking con-
clusion of a mimicked telephone call upon detecting an
incoming call via the cellular-telephony transceiver and
thereafter signaling via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver the incoming call.
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8. A method comprising: using a control circuit, that oper-
ably couples to both a Bluetooth-compatible transceiver and
a cellular-telephony transceiver, for:

determining that a call-setup message has been received

via the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver;
determining that the call-setup message from a vehicle’s
audio entertainment system specifies a particular prede-
termined number to call, which particular predeter-
mined number comprises an invalid number to serve as
atelephone number and which particular predetermined
number triggers mimicking a telephone call via the
Bluetooth-compatible transceiver;

automatically mimicking a telephone call and using audio
content received via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver during the mimicked telephone call as voice-
based user input for an on-board application other than
call setup to thereby effect a purpose and function of the
on-board application.

9. The method of claim 8 further comprising:

providing a contacts list that includes the particular prede-

termined number to call to a Bluetooth-paired device.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein automatically using
audio content received via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver as voice-based user input for the on board application
comprises, at least in part, mimicking a telephone call via the
Bluetooth-compatible transceiver with a Bluetooth-paired
device to thereby provide a communication pathway from the
Bluetooth-paired device for the audio content.

11. The method of claim 10 further comprising:

determining whether or not the Bluetooth-paired device

supports a Bluetooth call-waiting protocol.

12. A method comprising:

using a control circuit, that operably couples to both a

Bluetooth-compatible transceiver and a cellular-tele-
phony transceiver, for:

upon determining that a call-setup message received via

the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver specifies a par-
ticular predetermined number to call, which particular
predetermined number comprises an invalid number to
serve as a telephone number, automatically using audio
content received via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver as voice-based user input for an on-board appli-
cation other than call setup to thereby effect a different
purpose and function than call setup;

when the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver supports a

Bluetooth call-waiting protocol, using the Bluetooth
call-waiting protocol upon detecting an incoming call
via the cellular-telephony transceiver;

when the Bluetooth-compatible transceiver does not sup-

port a Bluetooth call-waiting protocol, mimicking con-
clusion of a mimicked telephone call upon detecting an
incoming call via the cellular-telephony transceiver and
thereafter signaling via the Bluetooth-compatible trans-
ceiver the incoming call.

#* #* #* #* #*
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